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3. The Bifbops aré made Kyepers of the Sealof Baptifm, as the Lord Chancelor 


of the Ksngs Great Seal. 


>. Better truft to the Mercy of God without the Sea/, than to Counterfeit it, of 


Steal it from the Proper Uffieers. 


3. Weare Strictly Ty'd-to the Rales, but God is fot. | | 

4. Some are Prejudic’d againit Baptifm becaufe of the Eafie/s and feeming Weak- 
nefs of the Means. The Cafe of Naaman. 

5. Prayer will not Prevail without the Outward Ordinance, where it may be had: 
Nor the Greateft Samtity Excufe from it. Our 27th Article Juftifies the Compari- 


fon ¥ have made of the Great Seal. 


6. Why the Presbyterians have fo much depretiated Baptifin, 


7. The great Strefs the Apoffles laid upon it, as the onl 
thus made Members of the Church, out of which there 


Salvation, by bein 
is no Promife of Salvation. 


Ordinary Meaus of 





SATURDAY, January 8. 1708. 





(1.) Rebearfal. I Have a Queftion to ask 
you, Country-man. Sup- 
pofe you had a Grant of 

an Effate or Office from the King; but it 

was to pafs the Great Seal, And my Lord 

Chancellor not being in the way, wou’d you 

Counterfeit’ the Great Seal to Secure your 

Grams? : acd ; 

Country-man. No, Surely, I fhou’d be Hang’d 

for Treajon, and lofe my Grant into the Bar- 


ain, | 
' Rebearf. Then you wou'd think it Safer 
to Truft the King’s Promife, and tell him 
how it was not in your Power to have 
the Great Seal put to the Grant. : 
Country-m. Without Doubt. And the King 
would lay no Blame upon me for what was 
not in my Power to help, ° 
Rehearf. Now | apply it, Country-man, We 
have a Promife of Salvation by the Redemp- 
tion of Curif?. But it is requir’d that this 
Grant be Sign’d and Seal’d by Baptifm. The 
Apofiles and their Succeffors the Bifhops of the 
Church are thofe impower'’d by. Chrift to af- 
fix this Seal of Baptifm tothe Granr, either 
by Themfelves or their Lawful Deputies whom 
they thall Impower to do it. Such as the 
» Priefis and Deacons, to whom they give this 
Commiffion, by Solemn Words, and the Lay- 
ing on of their Hands. : 


(2.) Now fuppofe I were in a Place where 
None of thefe were to be had. Shall 1 


take upon me'to. Affix the: Seal my felf ? or 


fhall | Conftitute Priefs or Deacons to Affix 





it for me ? Or fhall I rather Chufeto want 
It, fince I cannot have the Proper Officers, and 
Truft to the Mercy of Chrift? 

Countrym. 1 fhou’d Chufe the Lat. It 
wou’d be much Greater Humility. in me, and 
Truft in God too, who} wou'd not’ doubt 
wou'd fopply the Detect which was not in 
my Power to Help; than to Counterfeit the 
Great Seal of Heaven, and to take upon me 
to appoint Officers to reprefent Chriff, and 
to Sign and Seal His Covenant, as His Artor- 
neys, in His Name, to whom he gave no fuch 
Commiffion.. This wou’d be to Ufup the 
Prerogative of God, and the Higheft Treafon 
againft the King of Heaven! I fhou’d think 
my Grant. much more fecure without any 
Seal, than'with fuch a Seal, and fo Affix’d. 


(3.) Rebear{. For this Reafon the Jews now 
all oyér the World Chufe rather to haveno 
Sacrifice than any where elfe but at $erufa- 
lem, to which their Sacrifices were Limited 
by the Lam. It is fafer to leave it to God 
to fupply the Defeés that are Unavoidable, 
than to de it our felves by new Jnventions 
of our own. For thefe do not Supply, but 
make our Crime the Greater. But Cod can 
Supply, and we Doubt not will, when the 
Fault is not in us. For Heis not Ty’d 
tothe Inftitutions He Preferibes to Us 5 but 
we are7yd.up to them, and may not Dif 
penfe with them, when Poflibly in our Power. 


(4-) | God might’ have heal’d Naaman with- 
gus the Waters of Jordan. But when that 
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was Prefcrib’d, he had not been Heal’d if he 
had not geome thither. Orif he had dipt 
himfelf in any other River: It wouid have 
been a Contempt, a Chufing for himfelf, and 
woud not have Cw’d his Leprofie. 

Let them think of this who Difpife 
_ Baptifm, becaufe of the feeming Weakne/s 

and Eajfinefevof the Means, who fay with 

Naaman, are, not Abana ant Phere ivers) 
of Damafcus better than ail the s in 
Jrael? May 1 not Wafb in them and be 
Clean? Behold, EF thought, He (Elihha), mil 
farely come Ditto Sone, end and, and Call 
on the Name of the Lord his God, and frike | 
his Eland over, ihe Platts sand Recover the 
Leper. Arid 1 will Anfwer them with the 
Servants of Naaman, If the Prophet had bid 
thee. do fome Great thing,- wouldefe thom not 
have ‘done it ? How mich rather then, when be 
faith to thee, Walh and be Clean? 2 Kin. v. 
oo Rol ve iv DB W 


(5+) If Naaman had Pray’d from Morning 
till Night, without going down. ro Fords, 
after it, vas. Commanded, and faid. is ther 
not mote Efficacy in Prayer than: tn a lit- 
tle Wurer? And if he tad “ Dipt but Once 
or Six times inftead of Seaven, he had not 
been Heal’d. God will be Puntiually Obey’d, 
And He will be Serv’d in His own way, 
and not in Ourss Yet fome make » Prayer 
Juftle out all the Jnftitutions of God, and 
jay, what Signify Outward things? The 
Heart, the Fleart is All! Hf that be Right 
with Ged, you need: mot Fear! Ontward 
Ordinances are Carnal; ‘and made only: for 
Babes it Grace, who haveinot Attaia’d to 
Perfeftien,: and the Spiritual Life | Bueve: 
Peter was Of Another Mind, who fyid; 
Cun any forbid Water, tbat rhefe Jioy?a noribe 
Baptiz'ds who have, Receiv’d:' the iHoly’ Ghof, 
as. well as we? AG. X..4:7- \ Cornelius Yand’ 
thofe with him had asd@racalods' Effafion: 
of the-Aely Ghoft, even athe ‘Gift’of Tongues, 
the, fame as Given to the, poftles: dt Pemres 
cof, -They had Reéceiv’d the Bapeifmof 
the Holy Ghoff, yet: St- Peter ‘choughgs che 
outward Baptifm by Water was > Neceflary 
even co them. 
he was Converted by Chrift Himfelfein. Per< 
fon from Heaven, and had his Sight Re- 
ftor’d.to him. by a Minacle, yet atter all 
this, it was faid to ‘him, And now why 
Tarrieft seu? Arifevend be. Baptized) ana 
Wah amay thy Sins. AG. ¥xii. 16. Yerforme 
Cry ameng Us, How: can Water Wath ‘away 
Sin? But our 27th. Article (which the Re- 
view hag,dene well to! Quote) Exprefies it 
very Porceably, daying, That by -Bapre/a,) 
when Rightly Receiv’d, as by an Yeframem 
we, agei Grafted into: the Cherchyiand_ the 
Pramifes of the Forgivene{s:of Sin, -andofvour: 
Ada ption [tg be Eine Sons of God, bythe 


Asit was to St. Paxd-after | 


God’s part, before our Eyes, b 
full Artornies, whom He 5 
to do, in His Name, aad 
His Perfon. 


Y Bis Law. 
as PP atta 
as Reprefenting 


' 6.) Country-ms. But the Presbyter; 

ing they. have. None fich, ang ang 
None wht can thew their Credbngcat, “a 
Fieaven, either by Airacle, or by Boifeg . 
Ordination, which Was the ‘Ordinary Ai 
of Conveyance through the whole World 
for. 1500: Years after. Chri?’ “Therefor 
have taken all che Pains they can.to Let. 
fen the Efteem of the Zujtitusion of Baptifin, 
that Mem might not be too Cirious in Ey. 
amining whether they have it Rightly ‘the 
Caution which our Article puts. Therefore 
their: Teachers: (as «am. Example °t6 the 
People; and. to_take eff their Edge ag to 
Baptifm). will, fee their, own Ghildrea Die 
before their Faces. without. Zeprizing them 
unlefs' it Happens ‘ona Preaching-Daye And 
then” to be: fure’ the “People” mult , think 
thef'is‘no-gteat ‘Matter in it, when their 
Preachers: who fay they have Kight to Ad. 
minifter ity think: itnot Worth giving to 
their own Cyilaren. 2 


— 


(7+) Rebearf- The Cire of the Apoftie; 
was, much. Greater in this Matter. For 
when about 3coo of the Scws were Con 
verted at-one-time;-and Ask’d the Apofle:, 
Men and Brethren, what fhall we do?.The 
firft thing the’ 470fles Eajoia’d to them 
was, to “Repent and be Baptized. AQ. 2. 
37- &e. And they that Gladly receiv the 
Word were. Baptized——= And te Lord added 
to the Ciarch daily fuch. as fhowd bé Sava. 
This “was the Means God had. Appointed 
for’ SaPvarion, ‘to be Added to the Church 
iby B ifm. , And, it is faid, ver. 39, The 
Praijife 7 t0 ‘yor and t0 Your Children. But 
the ‘Presbyterians think’ Fheir Children may 
do well enough without it! 


J A Div ERTYSEMENTS: 


_ »v Jat Publith’d. 

WHE, Third and Jaft;part of the Plain Truth ; 

, of, an Anfwer to Mr, Whither’s Defence, Cc. 
Wherein, the Jefuitifa and, Donatifm of the Dil- 
fenters is laid open; eg pretended Countenances 
from the Forreigh Churches, their Loyalty anc 
Religion is ConfidePd, and the much Expected 
Letter of the — of Strum is Printed; To 
which as added, a Poftfeript with’ an Index to 
the: whole, by Soln Agate, M. A. Printed at 
Exeter, and fold. by Benj. Tooke, at the. Atiddle 
Temple-Gate in Fleer firreet: Price 4 s,, Where 1s 
alfo. to be. had the Firft and Seeond Parts; 
A Narrative of the late treatment of the 

. Epifcopal Miniiters. withut the, City of 
Edinbargh twce March laft 1708, until their 
Iniprifonment in Fuly thereafter, ‘with stheir Cir- 
cumftances and Defences together with fome Re- 





Holy Ghofly are vilibly | Siga’d vand : Seal’a? 
It is aa, Qutward Ddsframent: or Dedd -of | 
Gift, which for our Greater Affurance, is | 
thus Hifibly. Perfected, » Signa and >Seal’deon 


cnteetetly aaheibin 


flections upon the fame. With a Poftcript. So!d 
by: FisMorphew, near *Stationers Halls’ 
(Presbyterian [nquifition, asvit» was lately -pra- 
‘Cisid: againit., the -Profeffors. of :the: College of 
» Egaburghe. oy , 9) 
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ow Zendon Printed gad Sold by the Bookfellers Of London and Wefminfter, 1708. 











